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Universal Access in Pixie® 2

What is Pixie?
Pixie is exciting creativity software students can use to further their exploration of the world around them. Teachers can 

use and create customized activities to help their students gain foundational content knowledge in core subjects or design 

open-ended lessons combining text, stickers, and paint that help students apply the knowledge they have learned. 

Whether students explore ready-made curriculum activities, demonstrate their understanding and knowledge through 

directed work, or showcase their creativity and imagination with original art and writing, Pixie is the only canvas they need. 

Pixie Universal Accessibility Features
Pixie helps students with special needs show what they know. Version 2 of Pixie includes new features that broaden its 

accessibility, making it usable for an even wider range of learners. 

Pixie 2 includes several features and preferences that allow users with additional needs utilize the software more 
effectively. These include:
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This guide is designed to explain these features and provide suggestions for their use with different populations.

Integrating technology into the language arts 
curriculum should be a simple process, but for 
many special education classes this continues 
to be a challenge. Pixie has allowed our teachers 
to differentiate within the classroom and the 
curriculum with very little effort. 

Our special education classrooms 
are made up of many different 
students with very diverse learning 
styles and needs. 

Our project was simple. The 
children were creating holiday cards for their 
families. Some were authoring their own poems, 
some were creating a classroom letter, and some 
were just drawing pictures. With the addition 

of Pixie, students were able to better express 
themselves. They decorated a title page, and then 
we imported or allowed them to author directly into 
Pixie. The most exciting piece was recording their 
own voices reading their own words, the class note, 
or simply sharing their own message. 

Students 
incorporated cultural 
differences and 
family dynamics in 
their projects. One 
student created a 

“Feliz Navidad” card and spoke in Spanish and chose 
Spanish music to accompany their card. Another 
student created a card to their “Moms and Dads” due 
to the family’s shared custody arrangement. Students 

who could not write their own message or read 
created impromptu voice recordings.

 All of these projects were turned into movies and 
posted to our website in a protected area for the 
families to visit. The feedback was immediate. Both 

parents and teachers love the 
project. The children enjoyed hearing 
their own voices and creating 
the multimedia holiday cards. We 
created cards for the winter holidays 
and Valentine’s Day.
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